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THE JOINT CHIEFS OF STAFF 
WASHINGTON 25, D.C. 


25 May 1955 


MEMORANDUM FOR THE SECRETLY OF DEFENSE 


Subject: U.S. Policy on All-Vietnam Elections 

(NSC 5519). 

The Joint Chiefs of Staff have examined a draft state- 
ment of policy, subject as above, prepared by the National 
Security Council Planning Board for consideration by the 
Council at its meeting on 9 June 19 55. The Joint Chiefs of 
Staff consider the proposed policy should be amended to 
provide specifically that military action taken as a result 
of a renewal of Communist aggression stemming from this policy 
be accompli sued by invoking the Manila Pact. The Departments 
of State and Defense, the Joint Chiefs of Staff, and the 
Commander in Chief, Pacific have devoted much time and effort 
to the development of the Manila Pact and its supporting 
military machinery. It is considered that this machinery 
now m being, should be utilized to counter any renewal of 
Communist aggression. 

, , 2, Accordingly, it is recommended that you furnish the 
ucr’ 1 ?c?Q Council the amendment to paragraph 10 of 

NSC 5519 set out below, and support that amendment at the 
Council meeting that considers this draft policy: 

_ !?' of the above policy should result in a 

^^+ ral r 0 Iv, h 0 Stlllt T SS by the Coimnun ists, the U.S., in the 
light of the general circumstances then prevailing should 

be prepared to oppose any Communist attack by immediately 

nTT' ?aC t an ^ takin ^ action thera- 

" ^°- — P e3 - CoTO1 ^ mi litary aggression . With-U-rS 

aPEed-fereesj-if-Heeessary-aHd-feasifele-eeHsultiHg-the 
SeHgPess-iH-advaHee-if-%h0'e®epg^H&y-geFKits-©pef ePablv-iH 
eefieeFt-with-the-Manila-Paet-allies-ef-the-UTS but-if 

ReeessaPy-aleHer^ 5 

cotcSt in its adoption^ P ° int ° f Vl ' 3W '“ d rocom:3nd 5™ 


For the Joint Chiefs of Staff: 


DECLASSIFIED 

Authority fclA OQO^'lTh^J bti.2 

By IML . NLE DATE . Jj.7,/lL 


/s/ Arthur Radford 
ARTHUR RADFORD , 
Chairman, 

Joint Chiefs of Staff 





